A Review of 2018/19

We are the Maria Montessori Institute

We work for a world where Montessori education is
empowering the next generation to be happier, more
fulfilled and better able to make a positive difference to
their family, their community and the planet.
What we do:
• We provide world-recognised Montessori teacher training and short courses for
parents, professionals and anyone interested in Montessori.
• We run exemplar schools offering the highest-quality and most authentic Montessori
education for 2-12-year-olds.
• We champion the power of the Montessori approach at every stage of life and run
targeted Montessori initiatives to support children in the UK and around the world.

Our top 5 moments in 2018/2019
These are some key highlights from the year:
• Students started our first-ever Montessori degree course.
• We worked with other UK training providers to hold a large-scale conference at the QE
II Centre in London.
• Our Elementary students represented the school at the Montessori Model United
Nations Conference.
• We learnt about neuroscience and Montessori at our event with Dr Steve Hughes.
• We awarded bursaries to enable 28 students and 23 children to access our training and
education.

Our Training Centre

We are the only UK training centre to offer the worldrecognised Association Montessori Internationale courses
evolved from those delivered by Maria Montessori
herself. We also offer a degree in Montessori, professional
development and short courses. Our trainers support the
delivery of high-quality Montessori training around the
world.
Course Bursaries
A number of students benefited from assisted and full fee relief in order to ensure those in
need of financial assistance could attend our training. Five students received a full bursary
and 23 students received a partial bursary.
We champion the power of the Montessori approach at every stage of life and run targeted
Montessori initiatives to support children in the UK and around the world.

AMI Diploma Courses

58 students studied for AMI Diplomas, the internationally-recognised course that qualifies
students as Montessori teachers/ practitioners. We ran 3-6 Diploma Courses in the
following formats: One Year Day, Two Year Day, Two Year Evening and Summer Modular.
The pass rate of 3-6 Diploma students graduating this year was 97%. One 6-12 Diploma
course graduated in September 2018 and a new one started in July 2019 in Dublin. A new
0-3 Summer Modular course started in July 2019.

AMI Assistant Certificate Courses

88 students took our AMI Assistants Certificate courses this year, the recognised training
for Montessori classroom assistants, also taken by parents and professionals from other
sectors. We ran three Assistant courses at the 3-6 level, one at the 0-3 level and one at the
6-12 level.

Degree in Montessori Pedagogy (AMI 3-6)

Our Foundation Degree, run in partnership with the University of East London, was
confirmed in April 2018 and four students started the course in September 2018. Degree
students will study over two years and also gain the AMI Diploma 3-6. On graduation
students will have the option of an additional third year of study to gain a BA Hons in Early
Childhood and Montessori. Degree students can access student loan funding, we intend
this to make our training accessible to a wider audience.

Professional Development

We held professional development workshops for the Montessori sector including:
AMI Refresher Course - a two-day workshop “From the Garden to the Table”.
Professional development workshops - these included “Exploring ADHD in Children”, “The
Two-Year-Old in the Children’s House” and “Exploring Dyslexia in Children”.
Post Diploma Observation Course - for AMI-trained Montessori teachers.

Beyond the UK

During 2018/19, our trainers supported AMI Montessori training around the world
by supporting the set-up of courses, acting as examiners and mentors and giving
presentations. Our trainers worked in China, Tanzania, Kenya, Ireland, Spain, Mexico,
Thailand, the USA, the Netherlands, France, Sri Lanka and Pakistan.

Montessori in the Home
Sessions for parents and carers with children aged 0-3 were run in Autumn 2018 and in
Spring 2019. Sessions for the 3-6 years stage were run in Spring 2019.

Montessori for Dementia and Ageing
We ran workshops on how a Montessori approach can transform the lives of those living
with dementia. These were aimed at professionals in the care sector and the families of
people with dementia. We held workshops in London, Chester and Crieff.

The Montessori Conference
We worked in partnership with the UK’s other Montessori training providers to plan and
deliver a large-scale conference to celebrate 100 years of Montessori training in the UK.
The goal of the event was to widen awareness of the Montessori movement and our
training offer, as well as supporting the professional development of the sector with insight
from international expert speakers. The conference was held at one of the London’s most
prestigious conference venues in September 2019 but much of the preparation took place
in the 2018/19 financial year. Over 700 people attended the sold-out event.

Our School

Our exemplar school offers the highest-quality and most
authentic Montessori education for 2-12-year-olds.
We nurture independence and creativity, promoting handson, and joyful learning. Our children follow their interests
and gain a lifelong love of learning. This year 181 children
attended our school.
School bursaries
A number of children benefited from assisted and full fee relief in order to ensure families
in need of financial assistance could attend our school. Seven children received a full
bursary and 16 children received a partial bursary.

School Highlights
Memorable events and activities this year included sports days, the making of a sofa with
discarded pallets, a visit from Transport for London who talked about safe travel, and end
of year dramatic performances of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Beauty and the Beast and
The Boy in the Jungle. Children also went on visits to the British Library, the Natural History
Museum, Somerset House and to the Unicorn Theatre.

Parent and Family Events
We met our parents and families throughout the year at drop-in sessions, at special visitor
days and at our summer garden party. We also held several parent education events:
The Benefits of Montessori Education - our Executive Director, Director of Training and two
recent elementary alumni who are now at senior school spoke at this whole-school event
for parents in October 2018.
Neuroscience Perspectives on Montessori Education - Dr Steve Hughes gave a talk on the
need for children to develop “21st century skills” (such as creativity and problem-solving)
and explained how the Montessori approach can develop these.
Journey and Discovery events - sessions at Hampstead, Bayswater and Notting Hill sites
gave our parents a hands-on experience with Montessori materials.

The Montessori Model United Nations
In May 2019, a delegation of children from Bayswater Elementary and Hampstead
Elementary attended the Montessori Model United Nations programme. They joined
student delegates, teachers and parents from schools around the world at this annual
event in Rome.
Our children worked in teams representing 3 countries: Japan, Brunei and the Czech
Republic. As Ambassadors of their selected countries, the children researched and
studied the politics, culture, history and geography of their nation to discover the reasons
behind each country’s challenges and sat on five committees including Disarmament and
International Security and Food and Agriculture Organisation.
They discussed a broad range of complex topics including racial discrimination;
international cooperation in the use of outer space; food security for all; and global climate
issues.
The conference gave the children an opportunity to think about their role in changing the
world for the better. They left feeling encouraged and empowered that their generation
can make a difference.

Outreach Initiatives

We ran targeted Montessori initiatives to support children
in disadvantaged communities in the UK and overseas.
Born Inside
We continued to run our ground-breaking parental support programme working with
women and children in Bronzefield Prison’s mother and baby unit. This inspirational project
has the potential to break intergenerational cycles of offending by strengthening the
maternal bond and ensuring a positive start in the most challenging circumstances.
Our team worked with pregnant women and mothers and babies in the prison to build
the confidence of the mothers and enable them to engage with and stimulate their
young children using the power of the Montessori approach. The project supported the
development of the infants and helped the mothers to bond with their babies, building a
strong foundation for their continuing relationship.

Corner of Hope
Launched in 2011, our Corner of Hope project is an Educateurs sans Frontieres initiative
supporting children from vulnerable communities in Kenya including refugees, those in
transit and those in Internally Displaced Persons camps.
The project gives these children access to education by training teachers and setting up
schools and traveling schools. The initiative is grounded in the local communities and aims
to provide a model that can be replicated elsewhere.
Close to 1000 children in Kenya have gained access to education through this programme
and this year over 160 children attended our school in New Canaan and over 85 children
attended our school in Kisima. Our Acting Head of School spent two weeks in May 2019 in
Kenya, mentoring elementary teachers.

Staff Professional Development

As a school and training provider we are uniquely placed to
give our staff unprecedented opportunities for mentoring
and professional development. The skills and expertise our
teachers gain impact on their work in the classroom.
During 2018/2019, two staff gained the AMI Diploma 3-6, three staff gained the AMI
Diploma 6-12 and three staff acquired their Post Diploma Observation Course certificates.
Teachers also attended our professional development workshops on the two-year-old in
the Children’s House, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder and Dyslexia. Topics covered
at our staff INSET days included self-esteem and mathematics. All school and training staff
attended our Refresher and professional development days “From the Garden to the Table”
and our neuroscience event with Dr Steve Hughes.
Administrative and training staff also undertook external education including Masters
programmes in Marketing and Fundraising for the Voluntary Sector and Violence, Conflict
and Development. Our Director of Training successfully submitted a proposal for a parttime PhD in Educational Neuroscience at UCL’s Institute of Education.

Communications and Events

Our Communications and Marketing team leads on student
and pupil recruitment and increasing the organisation’s
brand awareness.
Parent communication
Having identified in previous years the need to provide increased information to parents,
we sent regular updates to inform parents of upcoming courses and events and sent out a
monthly email newsletter. The newsletter gave parents a snapshot of what their children
have been doing in a school and our Head of School blog discussed a pedagogical theme
and related this to school life.

Events
To reach new audiences for our training and in particular to raise awareness of our new
degree route we attended two key exhibitions:
Skills London 2018 - we hosted a stand at this annual event which presents opportunities
for young people to over 32,000 visitors including teachers, careers advisors and parents
and young people aged 15-24 years.
National Careers Guidance Show - we also had a stand at this event which is attended by
career guidance and education professionals.

Publicity and Advertising
In order to increase student recruitment, a number of promotional campaigns took place
including advertorials and advertising on Facebook and Instagram, on local buses, in the
Ham & High newspaper and in Little London and Independent Schools magazines.
In order to promote our training courses, workshops and events, several digital and printed
campaigns were sent out. These include targeted emails to our database and emails via
Nursery World.

Thank You

We would like to thank those who funded our work this year, especially our former
pupil James Lawrence for his regular donation to Born Inside and all parents who
donated to Born Inside and to our Assisted Places fund.
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