A Review of 2019/20

We are the Maria Montessori Institute

We work for a world where Montessori education is
empowering the next generation to be happier, more
fulfilled, and better able to make a positive difference to
their family, their community, and the planet.
• We provide world-recognised Montessori teacher training and short courses for those
looking to start a new career, professionals and parents.
• We run an exemplar school in London offering the highest-quality and most authentic
Montessori education for 2-12-year-olds.
• We champion the power of the Montessori approach at every stage of life including
Montessori for ageing and dementia.
• We run targeted Montessori initiatives to support children in the UK and around the world.

Our Top 5 Moments in 2019/2020
• We supported our children’s education and wellbeing throughout the pandemic with
remote learning and environments adapted for Covid-19.
• Our trainers and students rose to the challenge of the pandemic by learning and even
graduating online.
• Students graduated for the first time from our Montessori degree course.
• A record number of students joined us from all over the world with 592 people
studying our AMI Assistants Certificate and other short courses including Montessori
in the Home; Montessori for Dementia and Ageing; and our AMI Refresher course.
• We awarded bursaries to enable 49 students and 73 children to access our training
and education.

Covid-19

The COVID-19 pandemic had a significant impact with the
closure of the buildings of our school and training centre.
However, our staff adapted quickly to the challenges and
learning continued online.
Training
Our academic year AMI Diploma 3-6 courses continued remotely, and students were able to
graduate with a moving online ceremony in place of our usual event in Hampstead. Our summer
Diploma courses were delivered remotely where feasible although graduation dates have been
deferred in some cases. The pandemic provided an opportunity to review the delivery method of
some courses and with the endorsement of AMI, our Assistants Certificate courses were held
online which resulted in larger numbers of students attending from around the world.

School

Our school buildings closed in March 2020 and reopened for the permitted year groups on 3rd
June and to all children by early July. During the period of enforced school closures, our
curriculum was creatively delivered via remote learning sessions and support was provided to
parents. The financial repercussions of the pandemic have been felt mainly by our school, with a
discount on summer term fees for our Children’s Houses and bursaries for families in need.

Our Training Centre

We are the only UK training centre to offer the worldrecognised Association Montessori Internationale courses,
evolved from those delivered by Maria Montessori herself.
We also offer a degree in Montessori, professional
development, and short courses. Our trainers support the
delivery of high-quality Montessori training around the
world.
Information Sessions
We held information sessions throughout the year that were open to prospective students
and the public. More than 200 people attended these sessions which took place both in
person and online.

Course Bursaries
Many students in need of financial assistance benefited from assisted and full fee relief.
Five students received a full bursary, and 44 students received a partial bursary. 19% of
students were given financial help.

“Knowledgeable, passionate, friendly, adaptable trainer. Truly inspirational.”

AMI Diploma Courses
117 students studied for AMI Diplomas, the internationally recognised course that qualifies
students as Montessori teachers/ practitioners. We ran 3-6 Diploma Courses in the following
formats: One Year Day, Two Year Day and Two Year Evening. The second summer of the 3-6
summer modular course which commenced in July 2019 was deferred due to Covid-19 and will
now complete in 2022. The pass rate of 3-6 Diploma students graduating this year was 96%. The
Level 3 Early Years Educator qualification awarded by Innovate Awarding was successfully
incorporated into the AMI 3-6 Diploma. A quality assurance inspection took place in March 2020
and resulted in a very positive report.
Our fifth 6-12 Diploma course continued online and will graduate in summer 2021. The second
module of our 0-3 Diploma course which started in July 2019 continued online; students will
choose between completing examinations in autumn 2020 or spring 2021.

AMI Assistant Certificate Courses
237 students took our AMI Assistants Certificate courses this year (88 last year) the recognised
training for Montessori classroom assistants, also taken by parents and professionals from other
sectors. We ran four Assistant courses at the 3-6 level (one in London, one in Cardiff and two
online), one at the 0-3 level (completed online) and one at the 6-12 level (online).

“A course like no other . . . get ready to get more out of it than you expect.”

Degree in Montessori Pedagogy (AMI 3-6)
The first students graduated from our Foundation Degree, run in partnership with the University
of East London. Our degree students study over two years and also gain the AMI Diploma 3-6. On
graduation students have the option of an additional third year of study to gain a BA Hons in Early
Childhood and Montessori.

Professional Development
We ran courses for the Montessori sector including:
• AMI Refresher Course - a two-day workshop on "The Art and Science of Observation".
• Professional development workshops - including “Montessori Sport and Football”
and“Learning to Move, Moving to Learn”.
• MMI Observation Course - a Post Diploma course for AMI-trained Montessori teachers.

Montessori in the Home
86 parents and carers attended our courses on using the Montessori approach in the home.
0-3 courses were run in Autumn 2019 and January 2020 while sessions for the 3-6 years stage
were run in Spring and Summer 2020. The later courses were held online due to Covid-19.

Montessori for Dementia and Ageing
We ran workshops on how a Montessori approach can transform the lives of those living with
dementia. These were aimed at professionals in the care sector and the families of people
with dementia. We held a course in London in September 2019 and piloted the first online
AMI workshop in July 2020 which was attended by 47 people.

The Montessori Conference
We worked in partnership with the UK’s other Montessori training providers to deliver a largescale conference to celebrate 100 years of Montessori training in the UK. The goal was to
widen awareness of the Montessori movement as well as supporting the professional
development of the sector. The conference was held at the QEII Centre, one of the London’s
most prestigious conference venues in September 2019 and over 700 people attended.

Beyond the UK
Our trainers worked around the world, supporting AMI courses, acting as examiners and
mentors, and giving presentations in China, Tanzania, Kenya, Wales, the USA, the Netherlands,
Italy, and Sri Lanka.

Our School

Our exemplar school in London offers the highest-quality
and most authentic Montessori education for 2-12-yearolds. We nurture independence and creativity,
promoting hands-on and joyful learning. Our children
follow their interests and gain a lifelong love of learning.
This year 187 children attended our school and the
number of children attending our Elementary classes
continued to increase.
Information Sessions
We held information sessions throughout the year for prospective parents. More than
200 people attended these sessions which took place both in person and online.

School Bursaries
Many children benefited from assisted and full fee relief, enabling families in need of
financial assistance to attend our school. This need was even greater this year because of
the Covid-19 pandemic. Five children received a full bursary and 68 children benefitted
from assisted fees.

“It’s a dream blend of educational rigour and innovation . . . the teachers are
warm and loving and clearly so passionate about their work.”

School Highlights
Some of the many memorable moments this year included: children visiting sheltered
accommodation and performing for elderly people; children delivering to local food banks;
and children choosing the new class pet: Rosie, the pink-toed tarantula. Children also
participated in special events including World Book Day, Universal Children’s Day, Climate
Strike Day, Christmas jumper day, Diwali, and Chinese New Year. Parents shared with the
children too: one parent ran a session on healthy eating; another shared stories and songs
from their culture; one brought their newborn baby in to school and talked about her
habits; while another parent welcomed children to their professional music studio. Outings
organised by the children included: walks on Hampstead Heath; a visit to "The Centre of the
Cell"; and attending University College London's “Your Universe” festival.

“The teachers are sensitive to the needs of our individual children and really get
to know them. The methods spark their interest, passion and creativity.”

Remote Learning
The pandemic meant that online learning provision had to be rapidly designed and
implemented. During the closure period children watched presentations on Zoom and
interacted regularly online with their teachers and friends. Parents were directed to online
resources and supported to use objects they had ready access to as learning materials, such
as beans, egg boxes and Lego. Weekly support sessions for parents were held online. Parents
expressed their thanks for the remote learning sessions and for the smooth transition back to
in-person schooling.

Outreach Initiatives

We ran targeted Montessori initiatives to support children
in disadvantaged communities in the UK and overseas.
Born Inside
We continued to run our ground-breaking parental support programme working with
women and children in Bronzefield Prison’s mother and baby unit. This inspirational
project has the potential to break intergenerational cycles of offending by strengthening
the maternal bond and ensuring a positive start in the most challenging circumstances.
Our team worked with pregnant women and mothers and babies in the prison to build the
confidence of the mothers and enable them to engage with and stimulate their young
children using the power of the Montessori approach. The project supported the
development of the infants and helped the mothers to bond with their babies, building a
strong foundation for their continuing relationship. From the end of March 2020, the
project was suspended because of UK measures to reduce the spread of Covid-19.

Corner of Hope
Launched in 2010, our Corner of Hope project is an Educateurs sans Frontieres initiative
supporting children from vulnerable communities in Kenya including refugees, those in
transit and those in Internally Displaced Persons camps. The project gives these children
access to education by training teachers and setting up schools and traveling schools. The
initiative is grounded in the local communities and aims to provide a model that can be
replicated elsewhere.
The first Elementary classes were established in Kenya and Tanzania two years ago and
their teachers are mentored by Maria Montessori Institute staff. A new project with the
nomadic Samburu tribes entered its second year with three sites now established and
serving approximately 180 children. The Covid-19 pandemic led to the closure of all
schools and the teacher training college although some discussions continued online. Land
identified for a permanent resource centre and school has been purchased but all
development is currently on hold due to the coronavirus.

Communications and Events

Our communications and marketing function drives student
and pupil recruitment and increases the organisation’s brand
awareness.
Publicity and Advertising
Promotional campaigns included publishing content and advertising online and in local
newspapers and parent magazines. Our social media ads were seen many times – one reached
nearly 1 million people and this resulted in more social media followers (Facebook followers
increased by 21%) and more web visits (for example 60% more visitors in February 2020
compared with February 2019). Our blog on Montessori and social distancing was featured in
The Telegraph and Lynne Lawrence was interviewed on BBC Radio Four's Great Lives
programme about the life of Maria Montessori.

Student Recruitment and Retention
We sent targeted emails to our mailing list and increased our database by a third (840 new
subscribers) through better data capture on the website. We developed online content to
support our face-to-face training information sessions as well as running new online Q+A
sessions, which became vital due to Covid-19. We set up a Facebook group for students
accepted onto our Diploma and Degree courses to increase engagement before starting the
course. By the end of the year these strategies helped to see an uptake in the number of 3-6
Diploma and degree students starting - despite Covid-19 – 56 students started in September
2020 compared with 30 in 2019.

Events
To reach new audiences for our training we attended Skills London 2019, an annual event
which presents opportunities for young people to over 32,000 visitors including teachers,
careers advisors, parents and young people aged 15-24 years. We planned to attend the
National Career Guidance Show, but this was cancelled due to Covid-19.

Parent Communication
We sent regular updates via email and a monthly e-newsletter which gives a snapshot of what
children have been doing in school as well as a themed blog. This year we focused on
improving the range of photos in the newsletter which has been well-received.

Staff Professional Development

As a school and training provider we are uniquely placed
to give our staff unprecedented opportunities for
mentoring and professional development. The skills and
expertise that our teachers gain impact on their work in
the classroom.
Our teaching staff attended our AMI Refresher Course “The Art and Science of Observation”
in November 2019. All staff attended an INSET training session in February 2020 on
communicating effectively in challenging situations.
Three staff members continued with the AMI 3-6 Training of Trainers programme. We have
identified two new trainers in training at the 3-6 level, one at the 0-3 level and one at the
6-12 level. All have been accepted onto the AMI Training of Trainers programme. Three
staff members are studying on the 6-12 AMI Diploma course.
One staff member is being supported by the organisation in undertaking a part-time PhD in
Educational Neuroscience at UCL’s Institute of Education.

Thank You

We would like to thank those who funded our work this
year.
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