Annual Review 2020-2021

We are the Maria Montessori Institute

We work for a world where Montessori education is
empowering the next generation to be happier, more
fulfilled, and better able to make a positive difference
to their family, their community, and the planet.

• We provide world-recognised Montessori teacher training and short courses for those
looking to start a new career, professionals and parents.
• We run an exemplar school in London offering the highest-quality and most authentic
Montessori education for 2-12-year-olds.
• We champion the power of the Montessori approach at every stage of life including
Montessori for ageing and dementia.
• We run targeted Montessori initiatives to support children in the UK and around the
world.

2020-2021 Highlights
• A record 1,362 people studied with us this year.
• We awarded bursaries to 57 students and 39 children to access our training and
education.
• We held a joyful in-person graduation ceremony for Diploma students for the first
time since 2019.
• We welcomed a new Head of School, Michel Capobianco.
• We ran new courses including the AMI Adolescent Introductory Workshop,
Preparation for Parenthood and an AMI Refresher 6-12.
• Covid-19 lockdowns gave our children unexpected opportunities to connect online
with parents and families around the world.

Our Training Centre

We are the only UK training centre to offer the worldrecognised Association Montessori Internationale courses,
evolved from those delivered by Maria Montessori
herself. We also offer a degree in Montessori, professional
development and short courses. Our trainers support the
delivery of high-quality Montessori training around the
world.
High Numbers of Students
The introduction of more online courses attracted students from around the UK and
across the world and we saw record numbers (441) on our AMI Assistants Certificate
courses. We held regular online Q&A sessions with trainers for prospective students;
over 1,040 people registered for a session and many of these went on to train with
us. Our daytime AMI Diploma 3-6 courses starting in September 2021 were full.

Covid-19
UK measures meant our in-person training had to continue online at some points during
the year but we were delighted to hold a face-to-face Diploma and degree graduation
ceremony once again in June which most students were able to attend.

Course Bursaries
Many students in need of financial assistance benefited from assisted and full fee
relief. Five students received a full bursary, and 52 students received a partial
bursary. 9% of students were given financial help.

AMI Diploma Courses
149 students studied for AMI Diplomas, the internationally-recognised course that qualifies
students as Montessori teachers/ practitioners. We ran 3-6 Diploma Courses in the following
formats: One Year Day, Two Year Day and Two Year Evening. The pass rate of 3-6 Diploma
students graduating this year was 93%. The second summer of our modular 3-6 Diploma was
deferred to 2021 due to Covid-19 and this course will now complete in 2022. A new summer
course at this level commenced in July 2021. The final module of the 0-3 Diploma course which
commenced in July 2019 took place online in April 2021. The 5th Elementary (6-12) Diploma
course continued both in-person and online with students graduating with a 100% pass rate.

Degree in Montessori Pedagogy (AMI 3-6)
Students graduated from our Foundation Degree, run in partnership with the University of East
London. Our degree students study over two years and also gain the AMI Diploma 3-6 as well
having the option of an additional third year of study to gain a BA Hons in Early Childhood and
Montessori. Students can access UK student loan funding for the degree course.

“I couldn’t have asked for a more rewarding, fascinating, inspiring course to
make me passionate about the Montessori method!”

AMI Assistant Certificate (Orientation) Courses
Two Assistants Certificate courses at the 3-6 level and two at the 6-12 level took place online
during the year as well as three courses at the 0-3 level. These courses are aimed at parents,
classroom assistants and those seeking a basic knowledge of Montessori. The online format
meant they could be accessed by more people than previously - in total, 441 people attended
Assistants courses during the academic year compared with 238 last year and 88 in 2018-19.

AMI Adolescent Introductory Workshop
We held the UK's first workshop at the 12-18 level online, attended by 75 people.

Montessori for Dementia and Ageing
We ran workshops on how a Montessori approach can transform the lives of those living with
dementia. These were aimed at professionals in the care sector and the families of people with
dementia. 282 people attended these courses, held online throughout the year.

Montessori in the Home
120 parents, carers and professionals attended our online courses on using the Montessori
approach in the home at the 0-3 and 3-6 years stages. A new offering, Preparation for
Parenthood was launched to provide more focused support for the arrival of a new baby
with 12 people attending the pilot course.

Professional Development

We ran courses for the Montessori sector:
- An online AMI 3-6 Refresher on the "The Montessori Approach to the Education of
Movement" attended by 113 people including our staff and people from other schools
- Our first AMI 6-12 Refresher course - held online and attended by 35 people
- Our workshop on "Supporting Emotional Development in Young Children" - attended by 99
people
- An MMI Observation course - a Post Diploma course for AMI-trained Montessori teachers
around the world.

Beyond the UK
The introduction of online training for our shorter courses enabled students from all over
the world to access our training. Our trainers also worked directly with other countries,
supporting AMI courses, acting as examiners and mentors, giving presentations and
delivering training. They worked with China, Tanzania, the USA, the Netherlands, Greece,
and Sri Lanka.
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Our School

Our exemplar school in London offers the highest-quality
and most authentic Montessori education for 2-12-yearolds. We nurture independence and creativity,
promoting hands-on and joyful learning. Our children
follow their interests and gain a lifelong love of learning.
New Developments
We welcomed our new Head of School, Michel Capobianco from California, who has
established parent information sessions for all age groups and sent more regular
emails to parents. This year 187 children attended our school and the number of
children attending our Elementary classes continued to rise. We are creating an
additional Elementary classroom at Hampstead and longer-term we will further
increase our 6-12 capacity and establish an Adolescent school.

School Bursaries
Many children benefited from assisted and full fee relief, enabling families in need of
financial assistance to attend our school. Six children received a full bursary and 33
children benefitted from assisted fees. 21% of children were given financial support.

“The school has inspired my daughter’s creativity and built her confidence.
We couldn’t have asked for a better start to her education.”

Unexpected Connections In An Unusual Year
2020-21 was as unique as the previous year due to UK Covid-19 measures which meant
some children continued learning at home when necessary. This opened up pathways of
which we had not dreamt. We were able to have a Zoom Special Visitors Day where we
were joined by children's relatives from all over the world who introduced themselves and
talked to the children directly after months of isolation! We were tearful seeing the joyous
reunions. Many families connected with us online, we had grandparents from Hawaii
showing us the volcanoes, one mother making spring rolls with us and a weekly baking
session from another mother. Parents gave talks on their home countries, and we learnt
about the customs, geography, inventors and artists of Kenya and Nigeria. Dr. Ruth
MacConville, a specialist in children’s wellbeing, presented a workshop on returning to
school after lockdown for all Elementary staff, parents and children.

“It is a programme appropriate for children’s developing brains. We love
everything about the method.”

Other Highlights
We celebrated Universal Children’s Day and talked about the contribution of children such
as Malala Yousafzai and Greta Thunberg. For Christmas we had Christmas Jumper Day and
the children filmed themselves in a Christmas play and watched it at home with their
parents. In the summer the children were able to plan visits to the Natural History Museum
and the British Museum; sorely missed institutions. All the children enjoyed World Book Day
and RedNose Day. The Upper Elementary joined the Montessori Model United Nations
online, gaining a greater understanding of global issues, other cultures, and confidence and
negotiation skills.

Outreach

We ran targeted Montessori initiatives to support children
in disadvantaged communities in the UK and overseas,
while our marketing and communications took
Montessori to a wider audience.
Corner of Hope
Launched in 2010, our Corner of Hope project is an Educateurs sans Frontieres initiative
supporting children from vulnerable communities in Kenya including refugees, those in
transit and those in Internally Displaced Persons camps. The project gives these children
access to education by training teachers and setting up schools and traveling schools. In
2020-21 we supported the professional development of teachers offering Montessori
schooling to the pastoralist Samburu tribe in Northern Kenya. Two members of staff
joinedthe Board of the not-for-profit NGO Montessori for Kenya and our training staff
delivered an AMI international Diploma course in Tanzania.

Born Inside
Our ground-breaking parental support programme working with women and children in
Bronzefield Prison’s mother and baby unit was put on hold due to Covid-19 restrictions.
This inspirational project has the potential to break intergenerational cycles of offending
by strengthening the maternal bond and ensuring a positive start in the most
challenging circumstances and we are looking for funding to continue this work.

Increasing Awareness of Montessori
We raised awareness of Montessori, our school and training centre with promotional
campaigns online and in newspapers and magazines. Our social media campaigns reached
1.5 million people and we launched new Google search advertising resulting in nearly
40,000 additional visits to our website. In March 2021 we contributed to the debate on
the post-Covid education “catch-up” with an article in Nursery World. We had a virtual
stall at the National Career Guidance Show to raise awareness of Montessori as a career
option and held our online “Meet a Graduate” event to promote our degree course. We
launched a training centre “virtual open day” on our website to allow prospective
students to explore our courses in-depth. Our communications work supported high
numbers at open days and our daytime 3-6 Diploma courses were full in September 2021.

Staff Professional Development

As a school and training provider we are uniquely placed
to give our staff unprecedented opportunities for
mentoring and professional development. The skills and
expertise that our teachers gain impact on their work in
the classroom.
Our teaching staff attended our AMI Refresher Course “The Montessori Approach to the
Education of Movement” in November 2020 and our workshop on "Supporting Emotional
Development in Young Children."
Four staff members continued with the AMI 3-6 Training of Trainers programme and one
at the 0-3 level and one at the 6-12 level. Three staff members studied on the 6-12 AMI
Diploma course.
One staff member is being supported by the organisation in undertaking a part-time PhD
in Educational Neuroscience at UCL’s Institute of Education.

Thank You

We would like to thank those who funded our work this year.

Our Board Members
Mr Ben Faccini
Writer/Consultant to UN agencies and
NGOs
Mrs Nicola Forsyth
Montessori Pedagogue
Ms Sara Giwa-McNeil
Montessori Pedagogue
Mrs Wendy Innes
Montessori School Proprietor
Mrs Amanda Lake
Montessori Pedagogue

Mr David Murphy (Honorary Treasurer)
Finance Director
Mr Richard Partridge (Chairman)
Architect
Ms Farran Scott
Musician
Mrs Linda Webster (Company Secretary)
Former Primary School Teacher
Mrs Christine Laubin (resigned
11/11/20)
Fine Art Business Partner and Montessori
Pedagogue

Mrs C Middlemas
Montessori Pedagogue
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